strategic partnership" between each other, and actively respond to "the Belt and Road" initiative. Eastern and Islamic Studies (in Asia) Vol. 10, No. 1, 2016 30 region can get access to the port for export and involve in world trade (Wang, Z., 2015: July) .
(b) Scale and connotation
The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor starts from Kashgar in the north, and ends at the Gwadar Port in the south. The construction of highway, railway, oil and gas pipeline, and cable channel is included in the plan. Pakistani President Hossain said that this economic corridor would be one of the landmarks of the century; it would not only benefit China and Pakistan, but also South Asian countries.
In order to build the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, China is committed to invest up to $45.6 billion to help Pakistan's economic development, including $33.8 billion investment in the energy sector and $11.8 billion investment in infrastructure (Gwadar port project accounts for $622 million). The two sides decided to start collaboration in energy, infrastructure construction and other key areas of cooperation at Gwadar, and, in the future, gradually extend to the field of agriculture, science and technology, finance, education, culture, and media communication (Liu, F., 2015: August 24) . 
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China's western region, the improvement of people's livelihood, and stability in border areas.
Pakistan also borders India, Iran, Afghanistan and other countries. The trade channels and logistics network formed by the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor will radiate to the surrounding countries and regions, to better promote economic and trade cooperation among the countries of the region. At the same time, it will also connect China with the Middle East, the Persian Gulf, North Africa and other important oil producing areas, ensuring China's energy supply security. Once completed, the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor will help boost confidence of countries along the "the Belt and Road" Initiative, and encourage them to participate in construction of "the Belt and Road" and share the development dividends from it.
As a new highlight of China-Pakistan cooperation, once built, the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor will bring the apparent benefits. Pakistan will become a hub for China to shorten the distance with the Middle East and Africa. Pakistan officials said they hoped that the parties would promote a comprehensive, balanced, steady progress in the construction of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, so that the results of cooperation could benefit the people of Pakistan as soon as possible. Pakistan looks forward to learning from China's experience, benefiting from "the Belt and Road", avoiding detours, and achieving economic development (Liu, F., 2015: August 24) . The construction of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor is a very rare historic opportunity for the Pakistani government. As the Corridor is mainly composed of the highway, railway, oil and gas pipeline, and cable construction, it generated debate in Pakistan on the so-called "Western" and "Eastern" lines.
Advocates of "the west line" believe that this line is the shortest route connecting Kashi and Gwadar. This region is rich in resources, but weak economically and in terms of infrastructure. Therefore, they think the country should give priority to the 
II. Gulf Pearl Chain of the Belt and Road
The Gulf countries make up the six GCC countries plus Iran and Iraq. For a long time, China has maintained friendly relations with these countries, and has strategic friendly cooperative relations with Saudi Arabia. The Gulf region is rich in oil and natural gas, which is highly complementary to China's economy and is a region of interest to China. Geographically, the Gulf is located in West Asia, situated along the ancient route of "the Belt and Road". Therefore, this region has a unique geographical advantage by connecting the three continents: Asia, Africa and Europe, and is rich in energy resource; its market potential and the demographic dividend is very considerable. Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Qatar, Kuwait, Oman, and Bahrain constitute a kind of black pearls scattered along the Arabian Sea and the Persian Gulf (in the history this region was known as a place abundant of black pearls).
These countries are very interested in "the Belt and Road" initiative; they currently have good economic development and political stability, and enjoy a level of financial strength; their people are comparatively wealthy. Although the economic scales of these countries are relatively small, as are their populations, once the cooperation is successful, it can not only play a demonstration role for the entire Middle East, but also can play a spillover effect on North Africa and even Africa. China should actively promote and develop specific programs according to their respective characteristics, to accelerate the pace of cooperation with these countries .
The Gulf countries are all Arab countries except Iran. (Wu, S., 2015) . Egypt used to be the leader of the Arab world, but after 1978, when Egypt made a separate peace with Israel, it was abandoned by all Arab countries, and henceforth no longer under the hegemony status. Then the Gulf countries rose rapidly, and gradually became an independent force in the Arab League countries that could not be easily ignored. At present, the purpose of creating "the Belt and Road" Gulf pearl chain, is to "get" the leaders of the Arabia state. Although Egypt considered itself as a key country in the Middle East, as well as an Arab leader, according to its current domestic political situation, it might take time for the domestic political situation to match its self-evaluation.
With regards to the enthusiasm that Qatar, Kuwait, Oman, Bahrain, United Arab Emirates, Iraq, and Iran show to "the Belt and Road" initiative, the Chinese should actively promote 
1) Important Significance
The "China-Pakistan Economic Corridor" has been launched; however, the creation of "Gulf pearl chain" is still a proposal. Its importance lies in:
1. The breadth of China-Arab cooperation has covered the five major areas: politics, economy, society, culture and ecology. The "new partnership" between the two countries has been upgraded to "strategic partnership of comprehensive cooperation and common development", which not only greatly enriches the connotation of friendly exchanges between China and Arab, but also makes their cooperation mode more innovative, so that the China-Arab relations has developed to tangible results. 3) Highlights and paths 1. Adhere to the spirit of "win-win cooperation, equality and mutual benefit, and common development".
Creation of the Gulf pearl chain must firmly adhere to the essence of "win-win cooperation and common development" which is also the most important spiritual product that China exports to the world. Its importance is no less than China's commodities, technology, funds, and facilities. This spiritual product is a scarce commodity in today's Middle East. Nowadays, the Arab world is in a turbulent period, with a lot of conflicts between countries. This, on one hand, poses a challenge for the implementation of "the Belt and Road", but also endows greater Vol. 10, No. 1, 2016 44 meaning and value to the Initiative: by creating the Gulf pearl chain, Gulf countries can form a more competitive and mutually beneficial community and shift from the "zero sum" to "win-win", providing a new way and the possibility to solve disputes between countries in the middle east. In addition, working together to create the Gulf pearl chain will create many opportunities for development, which is expected to benefit Arab people and is helpful to fundamentally eliminate religious extremist ideology and to remove the soil for extremism and violence (Xue, Q., 2015: July 21). China determines to dock with Middle East countries' development strategies under the framework of "the Belt and
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Road" and seek coordinated development and growth, which are highly spoken of by the Middle East countries and their people.
They consider this as a new movement of "the Belt and Road" played together by China and the regional powers.
III. Challenges in Building a New Silk Road in West Asia
In the Vision, the new West Asia Energy Silk Road should be composed by the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and the Gulf pearl chain. There are two problems China will have to seriously deal with: one is the "black hole" in the border area of Pakistan; the other one is the "cultural exception" issue that widely exists in all Islamic countries in "the Belt and Road" region. hole to foster domestic separatist forces and violent terrorists, and engage in the sabotages against China, the problem will become very complicated (Yao, Y., 2015: September) . Now the construction of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor has been launched. As described in the previous paragraphs, $33.8 billion are invested in the energy sector, and some will be used for roads, oil and gas pipelines, cable transmission and other aspects of infrastructure.
Those constructions have a long route which may have to go through areas that are close to the "black hole" frontier. The potential threat exists, so that we should be careful to ensure the construction of "the Belt and Road" (Yao, Y., 2015: September) . Road" share a long history of mutual exchanges and profound traditional friendship; they also have a similar experience in colonial history. In geography, these countries are closer to China; with regard to culture, both belong to the oriental culture; in religion, they are more attached to people from the Western China.
As they are located at the western gate of China, it is very natural to give priority to the development of economic and trade relations with friendly neighbors.
Working together to create the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor and the Gulf pearl chain, and to build a new West Asia Silk Road, is the common aspiration of both sides, but in the implementation, it is necessary to: first, beware of the threat of 
IV. Conclusion
Now China is one of the world's largest energy consumers. Its demand for oil and natural gas continues to expand, and the dependence on external energy supply continues to rise. Given the importance of oil and gas in China's economic development, once there are problems in China's oil and gas supplies, economic development will be greatly influenced. Pakistan and the Six Gulf
Countries are located in the west intersection zone of the belt and road, which makes them important partners of China in promoting "the Belt and Road" Initiative. Once the "China-Pakistan Economic Corridor" and the "Gulf pearl chain" are built, the two sides can achieve effective management and control in free flow of natural resources and funds, and optimized configuration in market potential. It can not only contribute to the mutual benefit between China and these countries, but also can connect the West Asia economy with East Asia and Southeast Asia economy more closely, and thus improving and enriching the connotation of "the Belt and Road" cooperation, as well as broadening and extending the cooperation of "the Belt and Road".
